42           CHINESE MEDIEVAL TRAVELLERS.
the wind.95 From his conversation I learned tlutf he wn* a man \\lio had seen and heard much. There was no book which he had not read. From day to day I felt an increasing veneration for him. The number of men, attracted by his glory, who solicited the favour of being his disciples, increased every day. When the express (despatched by Chinghiz) arrived for the second time, the master set out for the west. At his departure his disciples asked him when he would return. He said, ' After three year?/ This happened m the first month of 1221, and indeed, in the first month of 1224, the master returned from the west after just three years' absence, as he predicted, The master, in his journey to the west, travelled over more than 20 ooo li He saw places which are not laid down on our maps, and which are not moistened by ram or dew. Although lie was received everywhere with j^reat honours, the journey was very painful for him. Nevertheless he was always cheerful, liked conversation, and wrote verses. He loved nature in her various aspects. At every place he stopped at, he visited all that was remarkable. As regards his views of life and death, he considered them like warmth and cold, but thoughts about them did not perplex his mind. Could he enjoy such perfections if not penetrated by the tao (true doctrine) 1 "Written in 1228, on the 2nd day of the 7th month."
The Chinese text of the Si yu Jci begins with a short biography of Ch'ang ch'un, as above related. Then several invitations are referred to which the master received from the courts of the Kin and the Suny, but were refused.
In the year 1220, the emperor GJCeng-gi-sz' (Chinghiz) sent his adjutant Liu Chwiy te,PO with an escort of twenty
95  All these (juahtios arc considered by the Taoista as marks of n high degree of contemplation and absence of passions,
96  IAU Chuny lu was a dc&ertor from the army of the Kin, who entered the service of Chiii^hiz at the time he invaded Northern China. Chinghias